Getting your ID
You are required to provide proof of identification for many things, such as opening a bank account, renting accommodation, and signing up for government benefits. This column discusses two useful pieces of government ID: the Ontario Photo Card and a Birth Certificate.

The Ontario Photo Card is a purple wallet-sized card that provides identification to those who do not have a driver’s licence. This can make it easier to do things which require official identification.

The Ontario Photo Card is available to Ontario residents who are 16 years and older and who do not have a driver’s licence. You may apply for the card by visiting a ServiceOntario office in person. 

To apply you need to bring sufficient documents to prove your legal name, date of birth, and signature. If you want to use your married name, you must also bring your marriage certificate.

A complete list of acceptable documents is available online through Ontario.ca or by calling ServiceOntario at 1-866-532-3161.

If you already have a driver’s licence or a photo ID card from Ontario or another province, state or country, you must turn in your existing licence or ID when applying for the Ontario Photo Card. You cannot have both. 

Furthermore, you must inform ServiceOntario if you have ever held an Ontario driver’s licence, even if it is suspended or cancelled.

The Ontario Photo Card is valid for 5 years, and must be renewed to remain active.  Renewal of the Ontario Photo Card can be done online or in-person.

A Birth Certificate is another government document which can be used as proof of identity.

You may need a birth certificate to get other government documentation such as a passport, Social Insurance Number (SIN), driver’s licence, or health card.

You can apply for a birth certificate for yourself, your child, or as the legal guardian of a child under your care.

If you need birth documentation for someone who has died, then you can apply for a birth registration.

For someone born in Ontario, you can apply for a birth certificate (or birth registration) through ServiceOntario.  Similar services exist in other provinces and territories for those born outside Ontario.

If you need assistance applying for government ID, contact a Chatham-Kent Community Navigator at 519-355-1380.
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