Income for Seniors and Pension Beneficiaries
The government provides a few types of income to individuals 60 years and older and to beneficiaries of those who contributed to CPP. Many of the benefits require that an application form be completed. 
Canada Pension Plan
The Canada Pension Plan (CPP) is a monthly income. To qualify for CPP you must have made at least one valid contribution to CPP during your working life. CPP contributions are often automatically made from your paycheque. 
You should apply in advance of when you want your pension to start. The earliest you could receive CPP is age 60, but the monthly amount you receive at 60 will be smaller. If you decide to wait and start later (up to age 70), you will receive a larger monthly amount.
How much you receive depends on a number of factors including how much you worked and your average earnings. 
There are also other factors which could help increase your pension income, such as time taken off from work to care for young children or pension contributions by your former spouse or common-law partner.
Receiving CPP does not mean you have to stop working. Before the age of 65, making CPP contributions on income earned is mandatory. After that, you may decide to make CPP contributions voluntarily and this will be used to increase the amount of your post-retirement benefit.
Canada Pension Plan Deceased’s Benefits
There are a number of benefits available if someone who made contributions to CPP dies.
The CPP Survivor's Pension is a monthly amount paid to the legal spouse or common-law partner of a deceased contributor. The recipient may be younger or older than 65.
A similar benefit exists for dependent children of a deceased contributor.
The CPP also provides a one-time Death Benefit for someone who contributed to CPP and died. You should apply for these benefits as soon as possible. 
Old Age Security
The Old Age Security (OAS) pension is a monthly payment for those 65 and older. You can expect a letter from Service Canada when you turn 64 informing you about OAS. If you do not, contact Service Canada.
The amount you receive from OAS depends on your income and how long you lived in Canada or another eligible country. You can receive a higher OAS pension for each month you decide to delay your first payment.
Another benefit available to those receiving OAS is the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS), which is a supplement provided to low-income seniors. If you have a spouse or common-law partner who is 60-64 years old, they may qualify to receive an additional benefit called the GIS Allowance.  
The GIS also offers an Allowance for the Survivor, for those between the ages of 60-64 whose spouse or common-law partner has died.
For questions about your CPP, OAS, and GIS, visit the My Service Canada website or call Service Canada at 1-800-277-9914.
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