Specialty Legal Clinics

The Chatham-Kent Legal Clinic (CKLC) is one of 59 community legal clinics across Ontario.  Our mandate is to help low-income Chatham-Kent residents with a broad range of legal matters.

CKLC assists with matters relating to landlord and tenant issues, social housing, employment law, Employment Insurance, Ontario Works, CPP Disability denials, Ontario Disability denials, Wills, Powers of Attorney, and sexual harassment in the workplace.

Each of the community legal clinics serves clients in a defined geographical area, generally doing most of the areas of law practiced by CKLC.

There are also 13 Specialty Legal Clinics funded by Legal Aid Ontario.  These clinics represent specific individuals (such as seniors, ethnic or racial groups, or people living with HIV/AIDS) or they deal with a specific area of law.  Often these clinics serve clients throughout Ontario.

The balance of this column will outline the services of those specialty legal clinics that may provide services to Chatham-Kent residents.

Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario (www.acto.ca/).  ACTO has a provincial mandate to advance and protect the interests of low-income tenants, specializing in housing issues related to tenants in Ontario.  ACTO also manages the Tenant Duty Counsel Program (TDCP) across Ontario.
 
Advocacy Centre for the Elderly (www.acelaw.ca/).  ACE provides legal services to low-income seniors, public legal education, and engages in law reform activities in areas of law of special importance to the seniors’ population.

ARCH Disability Law Centre (www.archdisabilitylaw.ca/).  ARCH is dedicated to defending and advancing the equality rights, entitlements, fundamental freedoms, and inclusion of persons with disabilities with low income in Ontario.

Black Legal Action Centre (www.blacklegalactioncentre.ca/).  BLAC combats individual and systemic anti-Black racism by providing free legal services, conducting research, developing public legal education materials, and engaging in test case litigation and law reform.

Chinese and Southeast Asian Legal Clinic (www.csalc.ca/).  CSALC is a community-based legal clinic which provides free legal services to low income, non-English speaking clients from the Chinese, Vietnamese, Laotian and Cambodian communities in Ontario.

Community Legal Education Ontario (www.cleo.on.ca/en).  CLEO produces clear language legal material. Main topics include social assistance, landlord and tenant law, refugee and immigration law, workers’ compensation, women’s issues, family law, employment insurance and human rights.

South Asian Legal Clinic (www.salc.on.ca/).  SALCO’s mandate is to improve access to justice for low-income South Asian communities, providing direct legal services in Ontario, and public legal education across Canada.  SALCO provides services in multiple South Asian languages and in multiple areas of law.
HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic Ontario (www.halco.org/).  HALCO provides free legal services for people living with HIV/AIDS in Ontario.  It also conducts public legal education, community development and law reform activities.

Industrial Accident Victims Group of Ontario (www.iavgo.org/).  IAVGO has provided free legal services to injured workers in Ontario since 1975.

Justice for Children and Youth (www.jfcy.org/en/).  JFCY provides legal services for young people under 18 and homeless youth under 25 in Ontario. 

A full list of specialty legal clinics can be found at www.legalaid.on.ca/specialty-clinics/. 
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